Theatre Production MS
38-11-31/32

	Course Title
	THEATRE PRODUCTION MS A/B

	Course Abbreviation
	THEATRE PROD A/B

	Course Code
	38-11-31/32

	Prerequisites
	Recommended prerequisites include at least one of the following: Theatre Exploration MS, Theatre Origins MS, Theatre MS and/or Theatre Around the World MS.

	Notes
	7th and 8th grade

	Course Description
	The purpose of this course is to provide an opportunity for intermediate and advanced middle school theatre students to increase proficiency in acting, directing, playwriting, stage management, design, house management, business management and technical theatre skills through production. This hands-on course will provide a balanced theatre arts program that will guide students to achieve the California State Standards in Theatre, emphasizing artistic perception, creative expression, aesthetic valuing, historical and cultural awareness and the interconnections of the arts and other disciplines. Students will apply theatre arts skills in acting, directing, management, playwriting, designing, budgeting, publicity and stagecraft to all aspects of theatre in the production of festival scenes, one-act plays, student-written works and/or full productions of plays and/or musicals for school and community audiences.

	Key Assignments
	Review teacher-provided and self-selected scripts. Choose candidates for production. Present synopsis of plot, dramatic elements and theme to class and argue persuasively for production of your choice.

Working in teams, assign roles and act out a scene. Using scripts, keep notes about character, motivation and substitutions. Add blocking and gestures to script during rehearsal. Present scenes to class, school or at festival.

Read a short play, synopsis of a longer play or other text. Create a color palette, sets and/or costumes for text. Present to class. Debate merits.

Write a scene that follows the three unities, then create Greek-style masks. Perform scene while using masks.

Working in groups, rehearse and present the following throughout the semester: a dramatic scene; a comedic, character-based short film; an Elizabeth-style scene from Shakespeare; and a one-act play, full-length play or musical.

Act in a show and also work in a team on production elements: lights, sets, costumes, projections, props, publicity, house management, etc.

Select a theatre job that interests you. Research it, create a mini portfolio or work in that area. Present findings of education and skills required, along with portfolio, to class.

	Instructional Methods
	discussion, debate, group work, guided reading, literature circles, jigsaw, modeling, self-monitoring, workshopping, role-playing, direct instruction, research, model-making, heterogeneous groups, brainstorming, creative problem-solving, narrative writing, cooperative learning, creative problem-solving, public speaking, reports

	Co-Curricular Work
	Class projects relate to the following:
7th grade standards:
3.0 Literary Response and Analysis
3.2 & 3.4
2.0 Writing Applications
2.1 & 2.5
2.0 Speaking Applications
2.2 & 2.3
8th grade standards:
3.0 Literary Response and Analysis
3.2, 3.5 & 3.6
2.0 Writing Applications
2.1
2.0 Speaking Applications
2.5

	Resources
	Recommended Textbook: Exploring Theatre, by Nancy Prince and Jeanie Jackson, published by Glencoe/McGraw-Hill.


Course Outline
Units should be presented in an integrated manner where possible.  Time spent on each unit is to be based upon the needs of the student and the instructional program.
	Foundations

Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information Through the Language and Skills Unique to Theatre 
	Suggested Percentage of Instructional Time
	10%

	Enduring Understanding
	Like the importance of a foundation to a house, theatre production requires a strong knowledge of theatrical building blocks.

	California Content Standards (Essential and Supporting)
	Essential: 1.0 Artistic Perception
7th: 1.2 Identify dramatic elements…
8th: 1.2 Identify and analyze recurring themes…to make production choices in design and direction.

	Vocabulary 
	theme, conflict, rising action, climax, denouement, message, moral, arc, upstage and downstage, etc.

	Skills and Objectives
	Students will be able to:
Identify dramatic elements in scripts,
Identify themes in scripts,
Nominate scenes and scripts for production, persuasively arguing worth based on dramatic elements, theme or message.

	Suggested Strategies
	discussion, debate, group work, guided reading, literature circles, jigsaw, modeling, self-monitoring, workshopping, role-playing

	Sample Performance Task
	Review teacher-provided and self-selected scripts. Choose candidates for production. Present synopsis of plot, dramatic elements and theme to class and argue persuasively for production of your choice.

	Rubric
	4 Advanced
	Presents an accurate synopsis of the dramatic elements, characters and theme of a script. Argues persuasively and passionately for the script to be produced

	
	3 Proficient
	Presents a synopsis of the dramatic elements, characters and theme of a script. Argues for the script to be produced

	
	2 Partially
Proficient
	Attempts to present a synopsis, but some facts are incorrect or missing. Does not argue for production

	
	1 Not Proficient
	Does not present or synopsis contains many errors or is missing information


	Creativity

Creating and Participating in Theatre
	Suggested Percentage of Instructional Time
	20%

	Enduring Understanding
	Mastery of acting and ensemble work is about making choices that complement the director’s vision.

	California Content Standards (Essential and Supporting)
	Essential: 2.0 Creative Expression
7th: 2.2 Maintain a rehearsal script/notebook to record directions and blocking.
8th: 2.2 Perform character-based improvisations…using voice, blocking and gesture…

	Vocabulary 
	character, protagonist, antagonist, arc, motivation, substitution, sense memory, moment before

	Skills and Objectives
	Students will be able to keep detailed notes about character, motivation and blocking in a script or journal and perform as complex characters while using movement and mannerisms that fit within stylistic objective.

	Suggested Strategies
	modeling, self-monitoring, workshopping, role-playing

	Sample Performance Task
	Working in teams, assign roles and act out a scene. Using scripts, keep notes about character, motivation and substitutions. Add blocking and gestures to script during rehearsal. Present scenes to class, school or at festival.

	Rubric: Character
	4 Advanced
	· Appropriately identifies character’s objective and motivation

· Demonstrates in depth understanding of character’s behavior


	· Character is clearly established through rich, supporting details and remains consistent and believable
· Movement and gestures vividly reflect the character

· Voice is consistently projected, articulated, and expressive

	
	3 Proficient
	· Identifies character’s objective and motivation

· Demonstrates understanding of character’s behavior 


	· Character is clearly established and remains consistent

· Movement and gestures reflect the character

· Voice is projected, articulated, and expressive

	
	2 Partially
Proficient
	· Partially identifies character’s objective and motivation

· Demonstrates some understanding of character’s behavior


	· Character is established and remains somewhat consistent

· Movement and gestures sometimes reflect the character

· Voice is sometimes projected, articulated, and expressive

	
	1 Not Proficient
	· Insufficiently identifies character’s objective and motivation

· Lacks understanding of character’s behavior


	· Character neither established or consistent

· Movement and gestures do not reflect the character

· Voice is seldom projected, articulated and expressive

	Rubric: Script
	4 Advanced
	Student turns in a script that contains detailed notes about character, substitutions, blocking and gestures. Notes are clearly evident in performance

	
	3 Proficient
	Student turns in a script that contains notes about character, substitutions, blocking and gestures. Some notes are evident in performance

	
	2 Partially
Proficient
	Student turns in a script that contains a few notes about character, substitutions, blocking and gestures. Notes are not evident in performance

	
	1 Not Proficient
	No or minimal notes. Not evident in performance or no performance


	Context

Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of Theatre 
	Suggested Percentage of Instructional Time
	10%

	Enduring Understanding
	Presenting theatre from a stylistic or historical perspective requires knowledge of theatrical styles.

	California Content Standards (Essential and Supporting)
	Essential: 3.0 Historical and Cultural Context
7th: 3.1 Design and create masks, puppets, props, costumes, or sets in a selected theatrical style…


	Vocabulary 
	Javanese, Kabuki, wayang, puppetista, ticklebug, shadow puppet, marionette, marotte, tragicomic, bunraku, carnival or body puppet, Punch and Judy

	Skills and Objectives
	Students will be able to:
Design masks, puppets, costumes, props and sets in a variety of historical styles,
Perform in a specific theatrical style while using an appropriate mask or puppet.

	Suggested Strategies
	direct instruction, research, group work, modeling, model-making, workshopping

	Sample Performance Task
	Choose a style of puppets to create and write an original story. Create puppets and act out story.
Write a scene that follows the three unities, then create Greek-style masks. Perform scene while using masks.

	Rubric
	4 Advanced
	· Uses rich supporting details to write a well developed script in the style of a chosen culture

	
	3 Proficient
	· Differentiates a theatrical tradition to write a script in the style of a chosen culture

	
	2 Partially
Proficient
	· Attempts to differentiate a theatrical tradition and writes a partially developed script in the style of a chosen culture

	
	1 Not Proficient
	· Unclear differentiation of theatrical tradition; no evidence of a script in the style of a chosen culture


	Evaluation 

Responding to, Analyzing, and Critiquing Theatrical Experiences 
	Suggested Percentage of Instructional Time
	15%

	Enduring Understanding
	Mastery of theatre requires the ability to articulate judgments and interpretations to others.

	California Content Standards (Essential and Supporting)
	Essential: 4.0 Aesthetic Valuing
Students critique and derive meaning from works of theatre…on the basis of aesthetic qualities.
Supporting: 8th: 4.2 Compare and contrast how works of theatre…convey the same or similar content or plot.

	Vocabulary 
	critique, interpretation

	Skills and Objectives
	Students will be able to analyze and critique theatrical interpretations of professionals and peers in written reviews, discussions and debates.

	Suggested Strategies
	discussion, debate, group work, direct instruction, research, model-making, heterogeneous groups, brainstorming

	Sample Performance Task
	Read a short play, synopsis of a longer play or other text. Create a color palette, sets and/or costumes for text. Present to class. Debate merits.

	Rubric
	5 Advanced
	Student uses rich supporting details to present a well developed interpretation of period set and costume designs 

	
	4 Proficient
	Student uses supporting details to present a developed interpretation of period set and costume designs 

	
	3 Basic
	Student uses some supporting details to present a partially developed interpretation of period set and costume designs 

	
	2  Below Basic
	Student has unclear interpretation of period set and costume design 

	
	1 Far Below Basic
	Student shows no evidence of a period set and costume design interpretation


	Performance 

Performing and Participating in Theatre
	Suggested Percentage of Instructional Time
	40%

	Enduring Understanding
	Building an ensemble for any production, regardless of style, is essential to its success.

	California Content Standards (Essential and Supporting)
	Essential: 2.0 Creative Expression
Students apply processes and skills in acting, directing, designing, and scriptwriting to create formal and informal theatre, film/videos, and electronic media productions and to perform in them.
8th: 2.1 Create short dramatizations in selected styles of theatre…
8th: 2.2 Perform character-based improvisations…using voice, blocking, and gesture…

	Vocabulary 
	ensemble, diction, gesture, mannerism, melodrama, vaudeville, farce, downstage, etc.

	Skills and Objectives
	Students will be able to: 
Work collaboratively to plan, design, rehearse and produce a variety of projects in a variety of styles,
Play complex characters that fit within the director or group’s stylistic objective.

	Suggested Strategies
	heterogeneous groups, workshopping, brainstorming, creative problem-solving, narrative writing, role-playing

	Sample Performance Task
	Working in groups, rehearse and present the following throughout the semester:
a dramatic scene; a comedic, character-based short film; an Elizabeth-style scene from Shakespeare; and a one-act play, full-length play or musical.

	Rubric: Ensemble Work
	4 Advanced
	· Exhibits leadership in commitment to ensemble’s purpose

· Creatively participates in theatrical experience

	
	3 Proficient
	· Exhibits commitment to ensemble’s purpose

· Participates in theatrical experience

	
	2 Partially
Proficient
	· Exhibits some commitment to ensemble’s purpose

· Some evidence of participation in theatrical experience

	
	1 Not Proficient
	· Does not exhibit commitment to ensemble’s purpose

· Does not participate in theatrical experience

	Rubric: Blocking
	4 Advanced
	· Uses knowledge and understanding of blocking and stage areas to enhance the performance

	
	3 Proficient
	· Uses basic blocking and demonstrates knowledge of stage areas in performance

	
	2 Partially
Proficient
	· Demonstrates some understanding of basic blocking and stage areas

	
	1 Not Proficient
	· Lacks understanding of basic blocking and stage areas


	Connections 

Connecting and Applying What Is Learned in Theatre to Learning in Other Art Forms and Subject Areas and to Careers 
	Suggested Percentage of Instructional Time
	15%

	Enduring Understanding
	Theatre skills are applicable to family life and future employment.

	California Content Standards (Essential and Supporting)
	Essential: 5.0 Connections, Relationships, Applications
7th: 5.2 Demonstrate projection, vocal variety, diction gesture, and confidence in an oral presentation
8th: 5.2 Identify career options in the dramatic arts…and research the education, training, and work experience necessary…

	Vocabulary 
	diction, projection, confidence, intern, entry-level skills

	Skills and Objectives
	Students will be able to:
Work collaboratively on small and major productions while communicating clearly with one another, solving problems, and staying on schedule;
Identify career options, research, present information about education and skills needed;
Work with peers in area of interest to support a one-act or full-length play or musical: act, design and run lights, manage props, etc.

	Suggested Strategies
	cooperative learning, group work, creative problem-solving, debate, public speaking, research, reports, self-monitoring, modeling

	Sample Performance Task
	Select theatre job that interest you. Research it, create a mini portfolio or work in that area. Present findings of education and skills required, along with portfolio, to class.
Act in a show and also work in a team on production elements: lights, sets, costumes, projections, props, publicity, house management, etc.

	Rubric: Ensemble
	4 Advanced
	· Exhibits leadership in commitment to ensemble’s purpose

· Creatively participates in theatrical experience

	
	3 Proficient
	· Exhibits commitment to ensemble’s purpose

· Participates in theatrical experience

	
	2 Partially
Proficient
	· Exhibits some commitment to ensemble’s purpose

· Some evidence of participation in theatrical experience

	
	1 Not Proficient
	· Does not exhibit commitment to ensemble’s purpose

· Does not participate in theatrical experience

	Rubric: Performance
	Grade: 5
Enthusiasm: Facial expressions and body language convey enthusiasm about the scene. The actor does not complain, stall, or act displeased 
Posture and Eye Contact: The actor stands up straight, cheats their body out, and makes eye contact with their scene partners 
Volume: The actor is loud enough to be heard by all the audience members 
Pantomime: The pantomime is clear and precise. It is easy to understand what the actor is doing. There are specific details that show they planned and rehearsed carefully 

Grade: 4
Enthusiasm: The actor is neutral 
Posture and Eye Contact: The actor usually stands up straight, cheats their body out, and makes eye contact with others
Volume: The actor can be heard by most of the audience members
Pantomime: The pantomime is understandable. Details are fairly specific. The actor does not drop or forget about any props 

Grade: 3
Enthusiasm: The actor complains once or acts as if they do not like the scene
Posture and Eye Contact: The actor does not cheat their body out or make enough eye contact with their partners
Volume: The actor can be heard some of the time 
Pantomime: The pantomime is sloppy and nonspecific, but you can still tell what is going on. The actor forgets about or drops an imaginary prop
Grade: 2
Enthusiasm: The actor complains or acts dissatisfied more than once 
Posture and Eye Contact: The actor slumps, looks down, exhibits closed body posture
Volume: It is difficult to hear the actor and the actor does not change the situation after side coaching from the teacher
Pantomime: You cannot tell what is going on and on the pantomime is sloppy or minimal 

Grade: 1
Enthusiasm: The actor is reluctant to perform, complains, drags their feet, etc.
Posture and Eye Contact: The actor does not stand up straight or make eye contact, and also turns away from the audience 
Volume: The audience cannot hear the actor and the actor does not change the situation after side coaching from the teacher  
Pantomime: The actor doesn’t do any pantomime 


1

